
8:58 am. The students quietly took their seats in the Council Room at North Richland Hills City Hall. U.S. Congressman Michael Burgess of the 26th District of Texas, along with other officials, sat at tables in the front of the room and smiled warmly. The Congressional Youth Advisory Council (CYAC) was about to begin its first meeting. Specially chosen by their principals to attend, students are given the opportunity to take an active role in their community while learning valuable information about the government while attending multiple CYAC meetings throughout the year. 


After a greeting and introduction to the program from District Administrator Robin Vaughan, Representative Michael Burgess stepped to the microphone to begin. Today’s meeting would cover Intergovernmental Relations, beginning with the “Role of the Federal Elected Official” by Mr. Burgess himself. He began by saying that district officials represent the people of their city and have a direct impact on the community. In relation, Burgess is a direct representative of our community in Congress. He went on to speak on the length of terms for Representatives and Senators, who elects each members, and who runs which departments. Towards the end of his speech, he reiterated how much officials are the voices of their communities, and how it takes active citizens to influence those voices. “This generation is next to inherit the government.” Being connected is critical to accepting that inheritance.


After applause, Representative Burgess took his seat, and Kelly Hancock, Representative of the Texas House District 91, took the podium to explain the “Role of the State Elected Official”. He began by saying that his most important goal in life, first and foremost, is to take care of his family and be a good father and husband. This influences his work as a Representative. He then went on to describe his job, how state representatives are always in contact with U.S. representatives. He emphasized that citizens must stay in contact with their local, state, and nationally elected officials so they know what is happening on all levels of the government and also what is needed on all levels of the government.


Next was Judge Glen Whitley of Tarrant County, speaking on the “Role of the County Elected Official”.


“County officials are hands on,” Judge Whitley stated. “They don’t just pass laws: they must carry them out. They try to find solutions to problems in a county.”


He also went on to tell the many jobs of various officials and that each position is important and integral to the passing of laws. After all, these officials make things happen in the community (with a 3/5 vote). He stressed also that contact and communication between officials is very important.


Speaking then were Commissioners Bobbie Mitchell and Gary Hollowell of Denton and Cooke counties, respectively. They told of their full-time jobs as commissioners, what each is responsible for, and how important it is for each to do a good job and accurately represent their communities. Commissioner Mitchell stressed that intergovernmental relations are good because officials on each level can call on each other for help. Commissioner Hollowell made a point that commissioners must be dedicated to the job, and how they must act like a servant to the community.


Final to speak was Oscar Trevino, Mayor of the City of North Richland Hills, on the “Role of the Municipal Elected Official”. He emphasized that city officials are in charge of the “quality of life” things, how they attempt to improve the life of the people they represent.


After much applause by the students, an Intergovernmental Panel Q&A session began. Students put questions in a jar and they were selected, read aloud, and answered by whichever official chose to do so. 

One of the highlight question and answers was “How do you keep good relations with people who hold different viewpoints?”


Judge Whitley stood to answer this question. “You must not automatically jump to the conclusion that people with opposing viewpoints are wrong. You also shouldn’t demonize others for their beliefs. You must at least be open-minded enough to listen to what they have to say.”


With the Q&A session ending, the audience of high school students applauded one more time. Administrator Vaughan got up and gave a review of the meeting and concluded the meeting. Students walked away from the session knowing that they had learned valuable knowledge that they could now go and share with their peers in their community.
